
You might call me a history buff.  I wasn’t not a fan of those 
dates and facts that you had to learn to pass the test in 
school.  But, give me a biography and I can stay up all night 

reading it.  You see, I am a fan of the stories of the real people who 
lived before us. That may be why the KWAA Video project drew 
me in.  This effort, in recognition of our 25th Anniversary, was an 
opportunity to hear from the pioneers of our profession about the 
journey they faced as women attorneys in Kansas.  

As a personal project during my Presidency, I want to preserve as much of the history 
of KWAA, the organization, and of Kansas women attorneys as possible.  I also want to 
share it with our members and with others who want to learn.  

The current “library” of information is on the document page of the KWAA website.  
    
 In the KWAA Video Project, you will find
 

•	 The 3 videos produced for the 25th Anniversary celebration are hosted 
on YouTube. You can view them here: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCLn4X6_W2Ei3GY2kIsj_NcA/videos.
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Trailblazers is the oral history of many Kansas women attorneys.  Justice gives the perspective of many women who serve 
as Judges in Kansas.  Lindsborg 25 is a history of KWAA and the legacy of our 25 years of the Lindsborg conference.  Also 
on this YouTube page is the full interview with many of our pioneer.  

•	 Lists of the women attorneys 
admitted to practice in Kansas 
back to 1881.

   In the Publications listing, you will find

•	 A link to Journey on the Road 
Less Traveled.  This 1998 pub-
lication of the Women Attor-
neys Association of Topeka 
contains histories of Jennie 
Mitchell Kellogg, Lilla Day 
Monroe and Regina Victoria 
Mills Chambers, among oth-
ers. 

•	 A chapter from Requisite 
Learning and Good Moral 
Charter, A History of the 
Kansas Bench and Bar.  This 
volume was published by the 
Kansas Bar Association on its 
100th Anniversary.  Martha Hodgesmith wrote the chapter titled, “Some of them [are] actually representing 
clients in court”  Women Lawyers in Kansas.”  Martha writes of the history of the Kansas Women Lawyer’s As-
sociation, which existed from 1919 until it affiliated with the Kansas Bar Association in 1935.  

•	 From Petticoats to Briefs: A History of Women at the UMKC Law School is also posted.

You may find that access to these resources is a bit balky.  I continue to look for ways to refine the presentation.  For now, 
you may have to download a document to get to the link to find the article you want to read.  But, it is worth the effort and I 
hope you will take the time to do so.  If you know of other resources that should be listed, please suggest them.  I would love 
to continue to grow this resource.  

These resources are available to all visitors to the KWAA website.  People other than our members research women at-
torneys in Kansas.  Some because they want to learn about their ancestors.  Others because they are looking for role models.  
Many of the emails from the public to KWAA are looking for these types of resources.  

Efforts to place the KWAA archives with the Kansas History Museum will further preserve our own organization’s history 
for those who want to dig deep in the original source material.  Our Archives committee continues to work on this project.

Recently, I talked to Connie Achterberg about this project  She lived this history and has been an active part of retelling it.  
Talking with her reminded me that we only know history because others are willing to share it.  By sharing these resources 
with our members and the public, I hope we will all know a little more about the history of Kansas women attorneys.
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Women in the News
Hon. Karen Arnold-Burger received the Warren W. Shaw 
Distinguished Service Award.

Deena Hyson Bailey 
was the 2016 recipient 
of the Wichita Women 
Attorneys Association 
Louise Mattox Attor-
ney of Achievement 
Award.

Justice Carol Beier 
was elected to the 
American Law Insti-
tute.

Diane Bellquist was 
elected Treasurer of 
the Topeka Bar Asso-
ciation.

Glenda Cafer was elected President-elect of the Topeka Bar 
Association.

Jennifer Fenton Cocking was featured in The Ichabod as a 
new member of the Washburn Alumni Association Board of 
Directors.

Holly Dyer was elected to the American Law Institute.

Laura Graham was elected President of the Topeka Bar As-
sociation.

Hon. Christel Marquardt was elected as the KBA Delegate 
to the ABA.

Mira Mdivani was elected Secretary-Treasurer of the KBA.

Sarah Morse received the Topeka Bar Association Outstand-
ing Young Lawyer Award.

Hon. Sally Pokorny was featured in the Winter 2015 Wash-
burn Lawyer.  The article can be found here: http://washburn-
law.edu/publications/washburnlawyer/issues/52-2/04-06.
pdf. 

Hon. Sally Pokorny was inducted into NONOSO. NONOSO 
is an alumnae women’s honor society at Washburn Univer-
sity taken from Washburn’s motto, Non nobis solum, or “not 
for ourselves alone”. The organization recognizes exceptional 
Washburn women based on their intelligence, creativity, per-
sonality, scholarship, leadership, moral integrity, community 
involvement and accomplishment.

Hon. Evelyn Wilson received the Topeka Bar Association 
Hon. E Newton Vickers Professionalism Award.

 

            Deena Hyson Bailey receiving her award.

Left to right: Hon. Evelyn Wilson, Hon. Karen Arnold-Burger, and Sarah Morse.

http://http://washburnlaw.edu/publications/washburnlawyer/issues/52-2/04-06.pdf.%20%0D
http://http://washburnlaw.edu/publications/washburnlawyer/issues/52-2/04-06.pdf.%20%0D
http://http://washburnlaw.edu/publications/washburnlawyer/issues/52-2/04-06.pdf.%20%0D
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Interested in writing an article for the KWAA Newsletter?  

We are always looking for new contributors to the KWAA Newsletter.  If you have an article idea 
and want to contribute to the newsletter, contact Newsletter Chair, Danielle Hall at danielle.hall@
ksbar.org for more information.

mailto:danielle.hall%40ksbar.org?subject=
mailto:danielle.hall%40ksbar.org?subject=


 Your 2015-16 KWAA Board
Executive Committee 
President - Marilyn Harp
President-Elect - Gaye Tibbets
Past President - Susan Berson
Secretary  - Kim Honeycutt
Treasurer - Niki Piskuric

Standing Committees, Ad Hoc Committees and Council Members
Archives Co-Chairs - Gabrielle Thompson, Marie Landry
Career Development Chair - Martha Hodgesmith
Membership Chair - Whitney Casement
Newsletter Chair - Danielle Hall
Publicity Chair- Sarah Morse
Small and Solo Co-Chairs - Malissa Walden, Cassie Pfannenstiel Rodriguez
Women in the Law Chair - Patricia Hamilton
Annual Conference Co-Chairs - Laura Graham, Amanda Kiefer

•	 Program - Sarah Zafar
•	 Publicity - Sarah Morse
•	 Logistics - Susan Valdovinos
•	 Sponsorships - Deena Hyson Bailey
•	 Social/Silent Auction - Letiffany Obozele

Awards Chair - Anne McDonald
Mentorship Committee Chair - Deena Hyson Bailey
Past President’s Council - Nancy Ogle
Webmaster - Ellen O’Leary
JMKC Listserv - Dara Montclare

District Representatives
District 1 – Johnson County  Linda Krebs, Malissa Walden 
District 2 – NE Kansas   Brandy Sutton, Sally Pokorny
District 3 – SE Kansas   Lisa Montgomery
District 4 – E. Central KS/Emporia Tamara Niles
District 5 – Shawnee County  Jennifer Hays, Angel Zimmerman
District 6 – N. Central KS   Brenda Stoss, Ann Zimmerman
District 7 – Sedgwick County  Kellie Hogan, Linda Parks
District 8 – W. Central KS   Vacant
District 9 – SW Kansas   Lara Bors
District 10 – NW Kansas   Susan J. Whitfield Harding
District 11 – Wyandotte County  Rae Sedgwick
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DUES NOTICE AND MEMBERSHIP FORM 
DUES OF $50.00 

FOR AUGUST 1, 2016 TO JULY 31, 2017 
 

If you have not joined KWAA for the coming year, complete this form and mail it with your 
check for $50.00 made payable to the Kansas Women Attorneys Association to: 

 
KWAA 

PO BOX 598 
Topeka, Kansas 66601 

 
  NAME: _____________________________________________________________ 
  FIRM/AGENCY: ______________________________________________________ 
  MAILING ADDRESS:___________________________________________________ 
  City: _________________________ State: ____________ Zip: ___________ 
  Work Phone: _________________________ Fax: ___________________________ 
  E-Mail: ______________________________________________________________ 
  Home Phone: ____________________________ (will be included in the directory) 

AREAS OF PRACTICE, check all that apply: 

Administrative 
Appellate 
Arbitration/Mediation 
Bankruptcy 
Business/Corporate 
Collections 
Corporate Counsel 
Criminal 
Disability 
Education 
Elder 
Employment 
Estate Planning 

Family 
General Practice 
Government Counsel 
Insurance 
Judiciary 
Juvenile 
Labor 
Legal Education/Professor 
Legislation 
Litigation 
Medical Malpractice 
Non-Traditional/Non-Legal 
Personal Injury 

Real Estate 
Social Security 
Tax 
Utility 
Workers Compensation 
Other: 
 


